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Abstract A lfalfa(M el icago sativa) has a bng cultivation hstory n China Up © now, its extension is still slow,

although it has been sparkplugged for a lmg period of tine One of he mportant reasms is lack ng a full understand
abaut its adaptation to stress enviomrment In ths paper alfalfys productivity water consumption mk and adaptation
to arid conditions n sem2arid and sem 2hum d regions were d scussed The paper ponts out hat its characteristics of
high water consumption and the lov water efficency may lead © productvity change and lm itation n regional deveR

omnent On the bass of our experments and other researcherpwork, tis paper rases several suggestions for the
furher devebbpment of alfalfa production n norhen Chmna
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