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Rethinking the new problems of returning cultivated land to forest( grassland)
in western regions of China

PENG Ke shan
( Institute of Soill and Water Conservation, Chinese Academy o Sciences and
Minisiry o Water Resources, Yangling, Shannxci 712100, China)

Abstract: Since the reform and opening up, the eastern regions of China have developed quickly. In view of this, China gov-
ernment put forward the strategy of“ Great Development of Western Regions”, but the adverse ecological environment restricts
the development of whole national economy. This paper discussed the adverse situation of ecological environment in western
regions and the important functions of* returning cultivated land to forest ( grassland) 7, summarized the four unusual stages of
returning cultivated land to forest since the founding of China, analyzed the main problems in this process and meanwhile
put forward countermeasures to proted natural resources, recover ecological environment and dredge rivers and lakes.
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